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dominated more and more, the gods increasingly assumed
a cruel and bloodthirsty character, until, as in the case
of the Aztecs of ancient Mexico, the religious ritual by
which they were appeased involved the sacrifice of herds
of victims, and their altars were constantly wet with
human blood.

These elements and forces of primitive religion have
lived on, continuing to play their parts, while religion
rose to a higher plane on which tender emotion, in the
form of gratitude, mingled more and more with awe,
blended with it, and converted it to reverence.

This change in the nature of religious emotion among
those peoples that have survived and progressed was a
natural consequence of their success in the struggle of
groups for survival. For the surviving communities are
those whose gods have, in the main, not only spared
them, not only abstained from bringing plague and
famine and military disaster upon them in too severe
measure, but have actively supported them and enabled
them to overcome their enemies. Communities that are
continuously successful in battle naturally tend to conceive
the divine power as a god of battles who smites the enemy
hip and thigh and delivers them into the hands of his
chosen people to be their slaves and to add to their wealth
and power. Thus the early Romans, as they emerged
triumphant from successive wars with the neighbouring
cities and grew in power and wealth, naturally and in-
evitably acquired some confidence in the beneficence of
their gods ; they began to fear them less and to feel some
gratitude towards them.

The utterly cruel gods could continue to survive only
among communities not subjected to any severe struggle
with other groups, as, for example, among the compara-
tively isolated Aztecs of Mexico.

Nevertheless, in almost all religions, fear of divine
punishment has continued to play its all-important part
in securing observance of social custom and law, and in
leading communities to enforce their customs with severe
penalties. The divine power remains for long ages a
very jealous god (or gods), whose anger against a whole